
A Regular "C
Theodore Roberts, who plays the

role of the lovable and absentmindedProf. Phenyl In Realart'a
presentation of "Sweet Lavender,
which opens a week's engagement
at Moore's Rialto Theater today, is
one of the greatest character actors
in the business. During the forty
years of his stage and screen experiencehe has acquired a remarkablewardrobe of over a thousand
nondescript garments, which nil
over a dozen trunks. The intrinsic
value of this clothes- collection is
not tremendous, however, as most
of the garments are of the "tatteredand torn variety, suitable for
the "bum" and drunkard roles khich
he portrays so wonderfully.
He has bought second-hand

clothes, old ahocs. blacksmith's
aprons, funny looking old hats,
crumpled suits, etc.. in hundreds of
cities, often astonishing the originalowners of the garments by the
surprising offer of a brand new articlein exchange for the old one.

Usually they think he is crazy!
And so he is.about his profession.
Which he thinks the most fascilAtingin the world. '

It is to be hoped that he will
seme day write a book recounting
his stage experiences, for he has
played many kinds of roles, and al*waysin distinguished companies.
His first role in a Minter picture
was Grandpap Ketchel in "Judy of
Rogues' Harbor." a very repellant
role, that of a morose old drunkard.
In '*Sweet Lavender." as the kindly
old professor, he has a chance to
make up to Miss Minter for some
of the honest-to-goodness bruises
tie inflicted in "Judy," and he says
lie was glad of the chance to show
in the picture how fond he really
is of the pretty little star.

Some valuable old tapestries and
paintings will be seen qn the screen

at Moore's Garden Theater thi$
week, beginning today, when DorothyDalton's latest picture, based
on Sir James Barrie's "Half an

Hour." will be exhibited.
Part of the scenes occur in the

home of an art connoisseur, and
Director Harley Knoles, with his
usual insistence on realistic details.actually rented some marvelousold works of art for the
picture. Worth many thousands ot
dollars, these were transported to
the studio under guard and a heavy
insurance was placed on them while
they were used.

Crandall's Century Theater in
Petersburg. Va.. last Wednesday
night was thrown open to the
-amusement lovers of that city and.
like the Strand in Cumberland,
scored an instant hit. The openingwas supervised by Joseph P.
Morgan, general manager of the
Crandall enterprises, and Nelson B.
Bell, in charge of advertising and
publicity.

Boston has been looking at two
new musical pieces during the last
week.the multj»pt;irred "HitchyKoo,1920," and t* musical "Caught
in the Rain." now called "PitterPatter."Of the former Mr. Parker
has this to say. among other things.
In the Boston Transcript:
For the eye there are moments

of splendor near the beginning of
the new review now exhibited at
the Colonial "for the first times on
any stage Shortly before the end.
come moments of like visualized
magnificence. Betwixt and between
in this "Hitchy-Koo. 1920" is much
mixed matter, variable in entertainingquality, employing not too
wisely or too well the diverse abilitiesbestowed upon it. Like price
lists iihI railway time tables, this
mixed matter is "subject to change
witheut notice." For "Hitchy-Koo."
shunted upon Bostonian side track
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on the way to York, is still in
the making; while, as every one
knows that process is. with a
review. exceedingly lastic. In
evenings to come, revision, excision
and addition will go hand in hand.
the sisters three ultimately weaving
warp and woof of such entertainment.meanwhila.it is safe to say
.the ocular glories of "The Balloonatlcs"and "The Costumes for
1$50" will not be diminished. They
are there to stay, deservedly.

That agreeable actor and extraordinaryinstitution known as
William Hodge returned to New
York in an old-fashioned, homemade.deep-dish comedy which was
never meant for New York at all.
says Alexander Woollcott In the New
York Times. His fairly annual reappearancewas made at the BroadhurstTheater in "The Guest of
Honor.** a close-fitting. unsophisticatedplay of his own composition.And if New York proves Inclinedto laugh at at in a manner
not intended by its author. It can

certainly afford to laugh at New
York and also snap Its Angers. For
it is in just stich plays as this one
that Mr. Hodge can tour, and has
toured, all the other cities of the
land, with nothing but the largest
and most affectionate audiences to
greet him everywhere.

It would be difficult to say Just,
why. since this is so. Mr. Hodge
should wish to bring this innocent
little piece of his for exhibition to
theatergoers who are pretty certainto scoff at it. Usually when
plays of no artistic pretensions ar«

put on in New York, it is in the
hope that their engagement here
will so advertise them far and wide
that they can thereafter find awaitingthem in the provinces an

aroused curiosity to see them. But
"The Guest of Honor" needs no bush.
For William Hodge is in it and orfce
outside New York, that is quite
enough. It flas triumphed, and will
triumph, in cities that are cold to
better actors in better plays.

Chery Chase Lake.
Hundreds of dancers are enjoyingthe delightful evt-nings at Chtsvy

Chase Lake. Open-air dancing on

the two spacious pavilions. is the
principal feature, and the music is
furnished by the Meyer Davis Orchestra.The pavilions will remain

open for the balance of September.

Chesapeake Beach.
The second of a seiies of special

excursions lor fishing enthusiasts
will be held at Chesapeake Beach
toc'ay. Train will leavis the District
line at 9:15 and 10 a. m.. and returningtrain will leave the beach at
5:00 and 5:45 p. m.

Sousa's Band Coming.
No man in the world of music h%«s

had so extensively advertised u personalityas Lieut. Commander John
Philip Soasa. He and his music
have become famous in every part
of the globe, and he has long since
become an American institution.

It is no exaggeration to lay that he
is known as the greatest band man in
history, and his band is recognized
as the leading body of Instrumentalistsin the world. Sousa and his
band have done, and are doing much

, to promote musical interest, for they
present programs containing compositionswhich would never bea
heard in many localities if the celebratedleader and his men did not
make it possible. There will be
several of these numbers produced
when Sousa and his bapd are here
on Tuesday, September 28, at the
National Theater.
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OTIS SKINNER FINDS
DETECTIVE ROLE IN
A.E.W. MASON DRAMA
Otlg Skinner la a strong believer ®

in that ancient advertising advice
to tell the substltutor. "No. thank e

you, I want what I asked for," says ^
Leo Marsh in the Morning Telegraph\ «
And when Alf Hayman. general t

manager for Charles Frohman, Inc.. t
gently insinuated a manuscript into c
the hands of the star the latter po- x
litely but firmly shoved it right j
back. Skinner had already made j
up his mind to appear this season f
in the role of a detective in "At ,
the Villa Rose." and tha^ ended the ^
matter forthwith.
When Mr Hayman returned from

Europe recently he announced that t
he had brought with him two plays. <
each by a prominent English play- ,
wright. especially fot Mr Skinner.
The actor came to New York and (
Mr. Hayman gave him the two }
plays to read ,and make his choice ,

as to which he wished to produce
first. Mr Skinner took both manuscript®back to his home at Bryn \
Mawr. and yesterday he called Mr
Hayman on the telephone from
there.

"I've read 'At the Villa Rose,'" he
said, "and I'm returning the other
manuscript to you unopened."

,#But don't you want to read it,
too?" asked Mr. Hayman.
"What's the use?"
"Well, you know, you might."
"I tell you I've read 'At the Villa

Rose.' That's the play I want to
do. I'm coming over to talk to you
about the cast."

"At the Villa Rose" is the drama
by Maj. A. E.'W. Mason that is
the outstanding success of London
just now. Maj. Mason was at
work on this piece when the war

began. It was the first important
dramatic work he had done since
he wrote "The Witness for the Defense,"the play In which Ethel
Barrymore scored such a hit here,
but as soon as hostilities were delaredthe playwright entered the
British army and served all through
the conflict. On his return to civilianlife he took up the play and
completed it.
Arthur Bourchier accepted it immediatelyand. himself playing the

part that Mr. Skinner will have
here, produced it early in July at
the Strand Theater. London.
This is not the first time, by the

way. that Mr Skinner and Mr.
Bourchier have exchanged plays.
After Skinner scored his sreat successas Col. Philippe Bridan in
"The Honor of the Family" here
several years ago it was Bouchler
wtfo impersonated the swashbucklinghero of that drama when it
was done in London.

Burton Holmes' Tonr.
Burton Holmes, of travelogue

fame, will begin his annual series of
photo-stories .of travel early in No-
vember. He will begin in Pitts-
burg, giving five Tuesday evenings
to%that city. His other early appearanceswill be in Washington, on
five Sunday evenings and Monday
afternoons and in Philadelphia ojn
fiA'e Friday evenings and Saturday
afternoons.
His subjects for the season will

be: "Constantinople, under Allied
control"; "Jerusalem, the Holy City
of Three Faiths": "The Garden of
Allah and the Barhary Coast";
"Suanish Cities and the Pyrenees"
and "Visions of Venice and the ItalianLakes."
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9 Se Legitimate the Fun.
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An Adept i
There Is no necessity for exagreratlonon the stage," is the argu- <

nent offered by Jack Conway, chief
ntertainer of the "New Liberty
iiris "

,

A Character portrayal must be
"or 11 lo»«» >«eo-

lveness. The days are past when

f.KacruPt'domedlan with the grotesque attic
>ullt around his stomach or an
Tishman with green whiskers on
lis face 1 hese characters are fir
emoved from present entertainrl^rt'.t"? 'i. f°r °ne' am «*"-«meiy
iv^on S°ne into ob"

..rf'Ui there a ,ot to be remelied,Hfit with the constant elevation
"trav*S»n*a. the comedians in

2artlcu'*"- "eld of amusement
will And It absolutely essential to
create laughter on legitimate lines

thi, h t.hrou8h eccentricities
which are absurd and unbearable
do not claim to -be the greatest

irishman on the stage, but I do
Jlalra that I have been the rtrst one
to realize the necessity of portrayingar. Irishman as he really Is and
not as the cartoonist would like to
nave him look.
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"fn my present offering I portray n<

i character which requires, in con- d
nection with the lines I use in the %
dialogue, a goo*} deal of mimicry. «
And just that latter part of a co- p
median's work is the one that re- E
quired much study, and really his
efforts should be in that direction at _

all times. Facial expressions often nj
tell more than a collection of mean- H
Ingless words, and it is my iincere ||
belief that the real artist on the
stage must be the master of mimicry.

'Naturally, since I wrote the book
of my offeringH," continued the corftedian,"I was able to write a part
which would fit me to perfection,
and this may -have helped me to my
auccess this season/*

New Carle Comedy.
Richard Carle, without saying

anything about it, has gone and

opened another show out of town.
This is a musical comedy called
Some Colonel," and it was lately revealedin Springfield. Mass. Mr.
Carle is seen as an apartment hduse
janitor who suddenly, for strictly
musical comedy reasons, finds himselfobliged to pose as a colonel.
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Mui New Play.
Louis Mann la *olna to bt i sure

enoufh Broadway atar shortly and
he ia willing to state to all and
sundry It will take considerable
coaxing to jet him to play a sldeatraettheater ever a*aln.
Mann if scheduled to open at the

Aetor Theater on October 11 tn "UndealrableFriends," the lateat »rofropics!
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